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To their EXCELLENCIES thri 

Lb RDS REdENTS 

OP 

GREAT E R ItA I N. 



Mf LORt)S, 

I Make no Mannfr <^ Apoldgy f6f idtJreflirig rfi* 
foHowing Obfcrvations^ to you^ Lolrd(hi^y be^- 
eaufe they immediately concern the Safety of 
hfaMajcfty, whom yoii hate the Honour to r6* 
prelent i arid the wh\!>Ie Natioii,- in whofe Wclfert 
yOu have fo targe an Inter eft. As fer as I am capable 
of judging^ they are both in the ticmok Dartger ;, aftd 
therefore it is not only excirfdbWin mi\ but my in- 
dtf^nhhlc Duty, t0 ^i^^c your hotA{ki)pli a juft Ap* 
prctienfiOn of 6ar Condition. I atn not only juftiiied 
in this Application, by the natural Right of Self- 
Prcfervation, but bound in Duty to make it I do 
not approach your Lordfhips only in Behalf of fiich 
an infignificant Perfon as the Author of this Pani- 
phlet, but of the King, and Kingdom. I am not 
inlcnfible of the Diftance between your Lordlhips 
and my felf, and of thefefpe^tful Regard which ought 
to be paid to you. But, My^ Lords, as I ought to 
addrefs my felf to Perfotis of iuch high Dignity with 
Humility and Reverjsnce, fo when I am fpeaking 
upon an Occafi6ri of fuch vaft Importance, no one 
could think mc in earntfl, if I did not fpeak with 
fome Emotion, tt is not that I forget the Heighth 
of your Station, or the Lownefs of my own, but bc- 
caufe I am afraid left we (hould foon be brought 
upon a Level, by being involved in one common 

A z Ruin. 
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DEDICATION. 

Ruin. Under this dreadful Apprehenfion, but too- 
well grounded, I do moft earneftly bcfeech your 
Lordlhips to examine particularly into the State of 
the Woollen Trade^ and to employ your Wifdom in 
finding out fome effeftual Method to recover it. Very 
certain 1 am, that unlefs you do, his Majefty will 
not long continue to be our King, nor we continue to 
be a Free People. We (hall unavoidably fall a Sa- 
crifice to the Ambition of France j ind our Oeftryc- 
tion win as neceflarily be followed by that of Europe. 
I do humbly conceive that the Scheme which Mr. 
Webber has ofFer'd to the Publick will prove an cf- 
feftual one, and that the Charter which his Majefty 
was pleafed to grant him, will be highly beneficial 
to the Nation. He has clearly convinced my Judg- ] 
ment, and I will make as little doubt but that he will 
cafily convince your Lordlhips, whenever he (hall.be . 
honoured with an Opportunity to explain himfelf. 
But; be that as it will, this melancholy Truth I muft : 
repeat to your Lordlhips i unlefs iht Exportation of 
our Wo^l be ftppp'd by fome Means or another, the 
Nation muft be ruin'd ; and I moft heartily beg of 
God to dired your Counfels to the bcft Meafurcs for 
our Prefervatipn, ' • 

I am^ 

My Lords 9 

Tour LordJhipSy 
Moft RefpeSfuU . 
^0* Unknown^ 

Bumble- Servant. 
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THE 

CONSEOUENCES 



OF 



TRADE, ^c. 



THERE caonot be a more fetal Symptom attendiii|;- 
any Diflemper than Infenfibility. When a Patient u 
i^feelingy he is ufually paft Cure, If his Cafe be 
not beyond the reach of Medicines, while he thinks 
himfelf in a State of Hialtb^ it will be difficult to 
make. him attend to any Attempts towards convincing him that he is 
fick i and more diScult ftill to perfiiade him to apply proper Reme* 
dies for his Recovery, whilil he perceives no occahon for any at a!!. 
Or, if the real Diflemper be miilaken, or negk£led« he mufl ana- 
voidably die, let the Skill of the Phyfician be ever fo great, and hit 
Prefcriptlons the beft adapted to what he apprehends to be the Cafe.. ' 

The Reader will eailly fee that, by the Patient^ I mean Great Bri» 
tain and Ireland ; and I moft heartily wiih, the Condition between 
Tleftf and that of a Siek Man were lefs juft. We have been in a Con- 
fumptton 3, confiderable Time, and are now reduced to a State of 
Weaknefs that renders our Recovery very difficult, tho^ notimpoffible; 
and yet, like others in that flattering Diftemper, fo infenfible of our 
Danger, that inftead of being thankJul for (o friendly an Office, we 
are angry with thoie who warn us of it, or offer to prefcribe to us.-— 
As is ufual in Confumptive Cafes, though our Want of Strength and 
Spirits makes us peeviih and fretful, we are quite ignorant of the 
true Caufe of it^ and unmindful of the proper Metk>d of Cure. There 
is a Perfon, feemingly raised up by Providence, who has laid before 
us the true State of oar Cafe, and what is neceilary to be done, bit 
his Remmjlrantes and his Prefcrtptions have not only been flighted, 
but our Benefador has been upbraided with Lunacy^ and Diftraahn. 

The 
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^Tht Dlftempir of which we are fo fick, is the Decay of oar 
tFo^ilen Trade ; and the Cau/e of our Diftemper is, the Exportatim 
^mar tmmtmtfa&tir'd W^^lf Fwrtignnt. For aboft twenty Yeaff 
w« h»T« iMen gni4Miity^ kntnathfjhw l>efi^^ wafttnglnrottr' 
J?iV/^/and Strength ; the Rents tfHoufii in Cities and Towns have 
been finking, or becoming uninhabited ; the Rents of Genthmen^t 
Efiates have been falling, and ill fiaicf^ or thrown upon the Land' 
lord's Hands ; Money ^ in general Commerce, has been growing 
»ore and more fcarce » for Want of Employment the Number of 
Pp^r hM been encreafing, wbfle «ur Capacity ttf mah)t|iA UKUb kS* 
Ufft gr^ing lef^^ lar^, a^ onte fte JftoH fioiWf imn| T^iwns^ 
arir afmoft rained by the Decay o( <\it\r It^anufaclure,' aiict thofe 
lew who have fomethlng left, made almoft Beggars by the Weight 
cf Pari (h- Rates ; the French^ our (natural and, irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, have been all this while ^itrkg the Riches which we have 
Io£t, and daily growing ftronger, in proportion is we have been 

f no wing weaker ; and all this through our own ilupid Follv, in not 
ecping our ^Wat H(5fff« — -^Tlis is <Mr depIoftraKfe Condi rion, 
excced^g bad in itfelf, bdt the mi^e dan^evous, ^citufe few have 
a juft x^pprctienfion tf h, Anne ik ll^I in l^ij^ir, othtrs zr€ t6o in- 
dolent to feek Inforrtiation, and many too conceited to accept of 
it. There is another Set of People (tho' nothing but known Fafts 
would make fo monHrous a Truth credible) who feem to be in 
Pam for fear thw Cosmry ktid iMf FdMiket fhottld noc be rujn'df, 
and vfe a deal of unnatural f irddb^y td htnder the NatioA ^om 
fytm% iu Danger, or taking f »»©per MeafuYcs fo prevent its Dc- 
flnliUon. But are Poverty, &iik^ery, afnd Pcfiflf Perfecutkn^ fo 
dieatlfal to our Forefathers, befcorte' Trifles riot worth regarding by 
Of ? Are Freedm, Plenn, aild«Uf Refigtihi, fo highly dteem'd by* 
aU the reft, of Manlti^a, grbwff Mb kiconfidieraWe to defer^e our 
Ore and Cewterh f AM rf ^v be Thitigs of fuch- va* Inipor- 
tancr to our Hs^inefs,- dsth^]^ have Hitherto been eflieem^d, does 
it riOt become us cartff^Ily M attettd- to the prefcnt Sftitfe of the 
Nation, to exaftiiM wli«(thef it be in fo bad a Conditloit a^ t haVe 
reprtofcnted it, and, . If it h&^ t6 e^eert ouffelv^s- with the utrtibft 
Vigp»r for ocw Pi^lbrtat^ ; 1 6f^fy 6€(k6 ihy fef^M Citittefts, 
and Felk*w C^mfffyme^ to- ^€i fike r^thWiti Grc«ttfre«; to think 
a,6d judge fortbem^ves. A4t thttt I ^liopofe is, to Bt^ them, if 
they will read over A few Pages, t)S Ibrm a ri^t Judgnflrrtie df thc5f ' 
Cafe, thae they may be awaken'^d out of their Letha^g]^, artd ani- 
mated to take fpeedy Meafe«es-for their Recovery. Arid for this 
Purpofe,. I earneftly de&tt rheraf rxr confidtfr thd fblKiwing Partieu- 

I . The Confcqoences oi^rade, as to tlte P'eafth and ^ekpB of 
any N^ition. 

a. The Confcqeewcesof th« 1^^/len 'frade in particular } tht^M 
Superiority of it 6vet all Of h^r^BfaiHihcs of Trade. 

. 3. The prefentStatB of it in Bngiknd 9lM trance ; the vrfl Mi 
which we fuftain yearly hy its great Decay among oar, and" tlife im- 
mcnte Gains odhcFrencb by their Improvement of it. 

4- 
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. 4. Thfl P«l^ vc we in of b^.i(9«ut|g a Prwn^ to Fr^^wt^ 
}$& we iminedwtely take cariJ 19 r^CQvei^ ow /^#»//#)|i Tr<i*, bjr |ii«- 
V«nting diA E^^portation oi nnrnm^^d^r^ d //W tp For$ignerf, 

Ax)a wljen thefe Particolara af« f^l|y examined ftod weighed, Ibe 
Rc^ider wiU t>e aftonlfhed to he^r wMt $(ep» have been talent 
b^ a mpft ingenious 9od bonc^ t^rcjej^or* fo iavo us from Rnim 
IMi4 what Ijttl^ B^q^rd h^ b^n paid t9 ^^ seqerou) Endcftvouif « 

I. Thefirft Particular to bc CQpfi4cii*d iSf tiMi Cbnfi^qtieiica ef 
?rWf , id refp^ ^o tl^q IT/iz/^ir ^^d ^tP^mtk^ apjr Nation. And 
upon this JE^ead any one may h»y^ r^(pQ«,We Satisfn^ion, other 
from Fa^s. or Jf^i^JBrffl^ ; frofi) (hc ipiQWR Ay^ <^ Nf^tkwH «r 
from the Ni^tun s^4 JL^iiygfl of ;h? Thing. From th«>4r4Mr 
Yft learn thi^t thu^ it has been in »U C9^«ktrif$ | ai^d ffpm tho /«//«r 
m can proye that thn^ it muft ^lwfi}r» i>c<. 

If we examine th? Hiftpry of %\\ th^ N^tioni in th« Woridp ^w« 
Qiall iipd tbpft to havje beqi th(i lichnft (e)^<;cpMng fo^h at hai 
Mines of Gold at Ha^e ) who o^tei^ded thpir Trade and Comaifret 
(he fartheii. The Cpnip^s of my Q^gn wiU not p^mit tm t# 
4raw ap % Hiflory pf this Matter a^ W%f^ but I maft con^K 

Cyfelf wit)\ fomci p^rtioilar, ftagrani Ji^nceB.--* No Man. who 
ts ever f^ bis^ ^i^/r, or tb^ Hi^my pf tb« Jf«ui. can faa 
ipipn^nt Qt the imme^fe T^^tico^ King ^<>*v/^ an4 Kipg 
^/na« b^t|ght Hpme from Fmign Couiltries by the impio«Pi> 
^ent of Compact. Th^ Plenty pf Qold and Silver under cbt 
(teigns of tbpfe two lUngs, ^peqi^^ the latter, wo«M bft air 
l&pS incredi^, did we not knpw thet (iiftorians, who ganr ifaa 
Account to be infallible. NeJil ^ ?%Mir, antienit Hiftpiy aftwda 
potbing beyond the TyriatfSt and t)^r. Def^endants, the Carthft^ 
nianu whp enri?h*d themfeUes ii^ the fa^^a Manner tQ.d» extfiwr* 
dinary Degreip. But the £fie^ of ^^ and C^Munfirct ar« evi'* 
^ent enpp|n from the know|i. StatVi c/ j?«r^^. Wherever tbcQr 
]have flourifhM moft, thofe Nations have bf en thp we^lthieft. What 
is the Caufe of the great Want of Mo^ aliooil all over G^m^ufu^ 
but their Want oiTradi a^ Commfrc^? Hpw cagif tbo SiaiBScot 
fiolland, a Country, very fmall iiv-]^tent, to havc^ fp n^^ny larga 
sind populpas 'Cities^ a^id tob<{ ajb^ 10 brstf fu^h a vafi Lc^ oC 
Taxes ? Could the Culture of their JLaDd caplpy fo many Haada 
in the^ ffwns,^ or the Prpdu^s of it raifp fo nuch Mm^ f How 
came France to be iopoor^ before the Improvement pf thcjr Tre^ 
^x4 fi> r^i^aoWy notwithilanding the vail Expence^ that they have 
tieen at in the Affair oi Poland 9^i, lialy^ in maintaining an Armjfi 
Qf near 200,000 Men^ in the ppntinual Repair and ImprovtipaQft 
qf v^fcft Fortifications, andereftiii|g new Ports % how, I ixy^ canua 
this, once beggarly People, while they have been fupporting Aicla 
Charges, to be in Condition to lend Money to the neceffitoua Emt* 
Uror, to ^ffift Spasn^ and. to put fuch larg^ Sums ipto our Funds^ 
If Earth wpuljd do fuch great Things, they bad ^s much Land 
BEFoRBj, a^ they have had>8»fr the Growth of thei^ M^nufkSth- 
Ties, Their 5r4</f has done all : That Trade which they bav« 
(ot frpm 9/^ pr» rather, which wa. h^ye givaa them, Flan^erA 

[fca 
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j^fietbdr former eimlent, and their prefentniinooi State htjjel/ t^ 
lorth in a Pamphlet, lately publi(h*d by Mr. Lomfon of ' li'^trtmt^ 
latitledy ^ome Confidirations on the Importance of the Woollen Md^ 
'fa3urtes\ is a notorious Proof that ^raie may become an almoft 
inexhauftible Source of Wealth to a Nation. By this, fays 
Mr. London f ** were founded thofe numerous, ^^^B^» I'Cgular, and 
** well built Cities wherewith it abounds, fuH of magnificent 
'*' Churches, adorned after their Manner with exquifite Paintings, 
** and rich Ornaments of ineftimable. Value ; of great and (lately 
'* Monafteries and Convents fo richly endowed, that fome of their 
^' Revenues equal that of Princes ; of fuperb Town-Halls, and 
^ Magazines for the Accommodation and well Management of 
^ their Manufadluries ; of Canals of vaft Breadth and Length, for 
** the Conveyance ofGoods from one Town to another, with Locks, 
** ib as to raife VefTels, fometimes, 30 and 40 Feet perpendicular, 
*' the whole dug out and erefted at fuch a vail Expence that it 
** almoft exceeds Belief.** But when they loft their Trade^ their 
Cities became almoft uninhabited, and the Grafs grew in their 
Exchanges. But if we had not fo much Evidence from Abroad, 
of the great Riches ariiing from Trade, the Hiftory of our own 
Country might convince' us. Let any one go back only as far at 
the Times before Henry the Vllth ^&. began our JVoollen Mamu" 
faffuriest and compare the Quantity of Specie in the Nation and 
the Price of Labour, with the Times of King fVilliam and Queen 
Ane, when our Trade was in its higheft Profperity: Let him" 
then go on, from the firft DecUnfion of our Trade, to obferve how 
Money gradually grew again lefs plentiful, and Labour cheaper, 
«s that gradually declinM ; and he will not be ignorant of the 
grand Source of Riches to any Nation. I fhall only obferve far- 
ther upon this Head, how Trade raifes the Value of Land^ and im- 
proves Gentlemen*s Eftates ; for, the Number of People that are 
employed and maintained Ly it, occafions the Land to be more im- 
proved, in order to fupply thofe People with Provifions, fUpports 
the Farmer by confuming the Produdb of it, and occafions a Cir' 
€ulation of Commerce in every Branch of it, beyond what can 
poffibly be where there are fewer People, or the People have leis 
Money to lay out. For which Reafons, thofe Parts of the Coun- 
try where our Trade has flouriih*d moft, have been, infaS^ greatly 
the belt cultivated. 

That Trade is the Source of Richest is a Truth which appears 
from Fails, but we may fhewfrom the Nature of the Thing that 
it tnuft be fb. If a Nation has no Mines of it own Growth, how 
can the People grow the richer by Dealing with one another. They 
may by Induftry improve the ProduBs of their Country, and they 
may exchange one Thing for another, but all this Commerce can 
produce no Money, When any of our Produdb are exported to 
Foreigners for Monty, this brings into the Nation fo' much adven- 
titious Riches, If thofe Produfts, before Exportation, be manw 
faSlured, then the Labour in manufacturing is added to their na^ 
A^rir/ Value J and the more the Labour, the greater Wealth fuch 
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manrfaauid Goods bring into a Nation, beoanfe Fonigmrs pay 
for all that Labour. This Obfervation (hews what a vaft Detri- 
ment it is to the Nation to foifer Leather to be exported, becaufe, 
by preventing it, we fliould fend abroad a greater Quantity of 
Shoes, and by that means gain fo much Money as the Wages of 
the Workmen, and the Profits of the Mafters, and Merchants, out 
of each Pair, amounts to. Or if we import the Produdts of ano- 
ther Country, and export them again mani^a&ur^d, the Labour 
of manufaauring is fo much Wealth brought into the Nation, de- 
ducing only the original Price of the Materials before theyw^ere 

manufiaurM. As this ihews the true Riches of a Nation, fo 

it (hews, likewife, what Sort of Trade or Commerce it is that can 
produce them. If we traffick without bringing in Specie, we cannot 
grow richer by it ; and our Riches can be only in proporti<Mi to the 
^antity of Specie which it brings in ; fo that if the Value of our Ex^ 
ports are lefs, upon the whole, than the Value of our Imports , the Ba-i 
lance of Trade being a^inft us, we muft be be»^M by Trading. 

That the Riches <» a Nation are the Strength oi\x. is as clear a Point* 
as that Trade is the Source of Riches ; and 2l Nations have been more, 
or lefs powerful, in proportion to the D^ree of their Wealth. As the 
Ifraelites never were fo rich, as in the Times of David and Solomon, fo 
they never were at any other Time fo powerful, or in fuch Efteem 
amon^ft other Nations. Dr. Prideaux has obfervcd that the weal- 
thy City of Tyre, when Alexander was making Conquefts of Na- 
tions, with as much Expedition as fome would have travtrd over 
them, met with more Oppoiition from that fingle Place than front 
the nuhole Perjtan Empire, It is well known that the Carthage-- 
niatis, merely by the Force of their Riches acquired by Trade, 
were able to fubdue a confideraale Part of the World, at laft dif- 
puted, for a long Time, the Empire of it with the moft potent 
People, the Romany, and had undoubtedly conquered them, if 
the Envy of HattnibaTs Glory had not raised up at Home Fadlions 
<hat defienedly obftruded the Progrefs of his Arms. Next to Car* 
ihage, I believe, Holland i& the moil flagrant Inilance of the Power 
of Wealth, rais'd by Merchandize, They have been a Nation but 
a little while, and yet what a Number of fine Colonies have they got^ 
ten by Force of Arms ? What an extraordinary Stand did they make 
againft France, under the Command of the Prince of Orange, after- 
wards our King ? Nay, they have Jbeen able to engage with the 
whole Naval Force of Great Britain, What was Great Britain, 
before (he wais enriched by Trade? Her Navy now fo powerful, 
was then no better than fome Fijhing Boats, fo inconfiderable, that 
we lay open to be invaded by every Nation, tht Romans, Saxons, 
Danes, and even Normans, that fmall Part of Fraffr# having been 
our Conquerors. As our Trade encreafed, from the 1 ime of Henty 
the Vllth, we grew richer and more powerful ; 'till we were able 
to fupport fo great an Expence, and make fo glorious a Figure 
at the Head of the confederated Forces, ag^nft that ambitions 
Nation, to whom we are now voluntarily giving up our Trade znd 
Strength; zs if Poverty, Slavery, 9nd Shame, were preferable to 

B Pltnty^ 
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Tlentf, Freedom^ and Glory ; as if it were better to become 9 Pro'* 
nfince to the Grand Monarch, than hold the Balance of Power 
in Europe, Neither is it at all furprizing, that a Nation, inricb^ct 
by Trade ^ ihoald be {oponMerfiil. For, wherein coniifts the Strength 
of a Nation, but in the Number of it$ Pooph, and its Ability to 
maintain Fleets and Armies f Now, wherever there is a Flow of 
Trade, there will always be a Refort of People for Employment 
and Maintenance; and the Taxes' x\sxx,^2xy for the Exigencies of 
Government, for the Support of the Civil Iiift> for the Hire (if 
Occafion be) of mercenary Soldiers, and ft)r maintaining Armiet 
either by Land or by ^ea^ can be better borne by a larger ^ thart 
by a fmaller Number of People, and better by a People in a Stat? 
of Wealthy than in a State of Poverty, Befides that, tuf flioul^ 
have no Occafion for fuch Taxes, even in a Time of War^ to be 
laid upon, ourfel^ves^ becaufe we might oblige Foreigners to pay 
them all. There is a Perfon hath undertaken to (hew them how 
eafiiy this may be done, and yet nothing of this kind has been 
attempted, tho' I cannot learn that the Gentleman's Integrity^ ot 
Mility^ is in the leaA fufpedted by thofe to whom he has apply 'd. 
Jt is ohferved by Travellers, that we are in grteat Contempt Abroad^ 
particularly in France -^ and, I think, we have more.Reafon to 
copy after the French in this, than in any other of their Falhions, 
becaufe they have abundant Reafon to defpife us, and we have as 
much Reafon to defpife ourfel<oes. For| what can be a more def- 
picable Condudt, than to load ourfehves with fuch heavy Burthens, 
which wc might make others bear for us ; to become injignificant 
Beggars, when we might be rich and formidable ! When the Per- 
fon, above-mentioned, propofed the taking off forae of our Taxes, 
by his Scheme, he was anlwerM, what would his M^jefty g|2t by 
that ? To which he reply 'd, (as he told me himfelf) I thought bis 
Majefty tvas al«ways a Qainer ivhen his Subje£ls 'were eas^d. It was 
an honeft and a fcnfible Anfwer. For, the Riches of a Nation 
are the Strength of the Crown ; and it is impoffible but Poverty in 
the People mull weaken the Prince, For, how ihould a Pack of 
Beggars fupport the Expence of the Crown P, And if Men could 
be maintain^ without Money, how is it poiTible that an Army, 
difpirit^ by their Condition, ihould light with as much Courage, 
as if their Spirits were invigorated by Plenty and Freedom ? Who- 
ever advances, or purfues any other Maxim, he muft be ignorant 
beyond Conception, or an Enemy to his Country and to his King 
beyond Example. No Man can be a Friend to either^ who is not 
a. Friend to Trade, But if Trade will thus inrich, and firengthtn 
any Nation, let us 

. Secondly, Confider the Consequences arifing from the Woollen 
Trade, which are greatly more beneficial than any other, I may 
fay, than all our other Branches of Trade together. Wc are very 
apt to value ourfelves, in Preference to other Nations^ upon the 
, Strength of our TJnderftanding and Judgment, and, I ihouM think, 
we cannot give a better Inftance of our GoodSenfe, than by judging 
rightly of ottr NiMional Intereft^ and purfuing it by the bell Means. 
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No^, I muft be fo free with my Countrymen, as to declart, that 
in a^y Opinion, no Nation in the World enjoys fo many natural 
j^dyanta^es, as Gpd*$ kind Providence has blels'd us with; and no 
Nation is ib infenfible of their true intered Our Situation, as an 
iJland^ is a\great Security to us from foreign Violence. Our Soil 
g-oduces more of the Necefaries of Life ( fuch as Beefy Salmon^ 
fallow. Leather, Titty &c.) than any other Country in the World, 
^nd which other Nations will have at almoft any Price that we 
ihall think fit to fet upon them \ though it is not by a Tax 
upon any of thofe Things that Mr. Webber propofes to bring in 
to msuay Millions from Foreigners, And as this Nation ivill pur- 
thaie of other Nations the Conveniences and the Luxuries of Life^ 
it IS right Policy to fi^$er them tp be brought in as cheap at 
po^ble, inflead of loacling them with heavy Duties, which im- 
toverilh and weaken, no^ only the Subje£}, but the King in effeff. 
If our Trade were thus conduftejd, our Imports, upon the whole, 
tt^o^ they carried Money out of the Nation, would not be of much 
l^rejttdice, becaufe, we could export many of thofe Goods again, bring 
back profitable Returns, and make ourfelves the Carriers of Europe,, 
And^, &rther, by thus enlarging our Commerce^ we encreafe our 
Sbippinft and provide a conibint Supply hr our Naty. 'Tis true. 
Taxes muft be rais'd for the Support of the Government, but if we 
can, as undoubtecily we mi^ht, make Foreigners pay them, we fave 
{q much Money to the Nation, add fo much to our own Strength, 
add take as much from them. 

Our ff^ool for Clothing is, to all the World, as much a Neceffary 
of Life as any thing eUe, and more peculiarly the Growth of our 
own Country, thaa a^y thing, becaufe the midling Sort of Cloths, 
for the Ufe o£ the.J}«/i of Maokind, cannot be made without it, 
(nor any Sorts manufa^ur'd to .any Ferfe&ion) and, therefore, if 
we be wife eopugl^ to manufacture our own Wool at Home, we 
muft have the ferving^all the World with this kind of Woollen 
C^oods. 

How much more profitable this Branch of Trade would be than 
apy other, is worth enqoijring, and eafily provM. I defire the 

Header to rememf)er th&t it was the Woolj^en Trade that for- 
merly enrich'd Flanders, and now enriches French Flanders and 
trance to fo great.a Degree i that it was the Woollen Trade that en- 
abled TJs to fupport fuch a long War in King William and Queen 
Anne\ Reign, and at the End ofit to be richer than when we began 
it ; ai|d that the Reafon why the Woollen Trade was, during that 
Time, in foHouhOiing a Condition, was, becaufe fr«ffi:^ could not 
then have any of our unmanufa^urd^ooh 

But let us enquire into the Nature of the Woollen Manufadlu- 
ries, and we ihall eafily perceive how the Advantages of tljuem 
came to be fo fuperior to thofe of any other Branch of Bufindk 

■ The Riches of a Nation arife out of the Labour of the People 
es^ted to foreign Markets. If our People can be employed, and 
we can find Cuftom abroad for the Goods manut'a^urM by thpm, 
then the more populous we are, the riihtr we are ; but a Number 
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of People unemplofj are a Burden^ as tbis Nation feels very fen* 
fibly at prefent. But, if our Wool were kept and mannfeaar'd at 
Home, all our People might be employ'd in tht Woollen Mann- 
faduries, and their Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchafe of 
the Goods. I fhall give the Reader a fmall Specimen of the Ntm- 
ber of Hands employ'd in manu&dtnring our Wool, which, by 
Multiplication, would ihew him how many the whole Growth of 
our Country would employ. For Inftance, lihree Packs of Wool^ 
weighing 720 lb. manufaaurM into Broad-Cloths, Camblets, Ser« 
ges. Hole, k^c. on a moderate Computation, one Sort with ano- 
ther, employ 450 Perfons, (I mieht lay a great many more, almoft 
600, but I am willing in all ray Calculations to keep within Bounds) 
fuch as Combers, Scriblers, Stock-Carders, Spinners, Weavers, tml- 
lers, Burlers, Dyers, Drejfers, and Prejfers, who, upon, an Ave- 
rage, will earn,, each Perton, 5 j. a Week ; the whole amounting 
to 1 1 2 /. 10 /. Now the Growth of Great Britain and IreUnuTs 
Wool being above a Million oi Packs, ( as wiU beprovM ; ) if j 
Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 112/. 
10 i. a Week, any one that underftands Figures may foon fee how 
^many vl Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will earn 
in a JFeeli, a Month, or a Tear, 

I appeal, now, to the<7entlemen in the filken Bnfinefs, (which 
I apprehend to come neareft to the Woollen Trade, for the Number 
of Hands concemM in manufaduring it) whether that can employ 
fo many. Befides, $i7^ not being of our ownGrowth, fuch a Quantity 
of it as is necelTary to employ an equal Number of Hands, would* 
Carry more Money out of the Nation in the Importation of it^ 
than the Wool which we fell to Foreigners will bring />/» it : So ' 
that the Difference of the Price of the Materials would be fo much 
Lofs to L//. I mean that the ram) Silk, for employing roo 
Handsy fuppofe, would cod us more, than fo much unmanufitffur^d 
Wool would fetch from Foreigners. — From this State of the Cafe 
it appears that we had better employ all the Hands that we can 
ipare, in the Woollen Manufa^uries, and purchafe Silken Goods 
manufaSurd, than manufadure them ourfelntes, for as much as the 
Labour of the Hands employM in manuiaflitring Wool, would be 
more than we (hobld give Foreigners for their Labour in nianu- 
faduring Silk, Befides the Silken Goods, that we make at Home, 
are almolt for our enion Confomption, confequently , but few of them 
}acai<gexporUi, except to our Plantations, but little Pro/iif can arife 
to us from the Labour Employ 'd in them. 

To ihew this Matter in another Light.— The higheft Price 
that#0^/beafs at preient is, 5 A a Pack, weighing 240 lb. The 
Produdl, therefore, of 20 Packs, exported to France unmanufaBuPd, 
will be, no more than 1 00 /. But 2« Packs, in King William 
and ^een Anne\ Reigns, wheh we manufa6iur*d it ourfelves, fold 
for 1 2 to 1 6 /. a Pack. Taking it at the loweft, at 1 2 /. a Pack, 
which Price Wool would again yeild the Sheep- Mailer, in three 
or four Years Time, ( if the Exportation of it were flopped ) the to 
PacM which now filli for no more than foo /. would feU for 
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240 /. wbich makes 140 /. Difference to the Shiep-Maftsr only.--. 
The LaUur in manu/aSiuring thefe 20 Packs, at 3 /. 4^. each Pound 
of Wool upon an Average (tho* it really comes to 5 /. ) amounts 
to 720 /. fo that the whole Lofs to the Nation is 860 /. in every 20 
Packs that are exported unmanrfaSiur'd. 

But this is not all. The 100 /. which the Fruich give for thefe 
20 Packs of Wool is not paid in Specie, but in Silks ^ Brantfyf Sec. : 
run into the Nation Duty-frir, Now, if ivs lofe, and give the 
French^ in every 20 tracks of Wool exported to them ,u»mamit' 
faSur'd^ 860/. what mufl be the Confequence of giving them fo. 
many 100,000 Packs as we give them yearly ? And what a gi^at. 
Lofs is this to the Governments in the Duties upon the Goods that 
would he imported in Return for fome of our Woollen ManufaSiures. 
To infbnce only in the Levant Trade to Turkey and Italy. (Now 
ilmoft loft to usf and in the Hands of the* French,) ; We ufed to 
bring from them, in Return for Woollen Goods, raw Silks , Cotton &c. . 
all regularly paying Duty to the Government. Thefe Goods, 
would employ and maintain many of our Poor in manufaduring 
them, Andarenotfuch /jMr/0r//, as thefe, manufadurM afterwards 
by ourfelves, and applied to the real Ufes of Life, preferable to < 
French Brandy, which we can do full as well without ? Sefides . 
that, by thefe means we enlarge our Commerce, employ our Ship- 
pinjg;, and breed Sailors for the Defence of the Kingdom* Thefe 
Fa& and Confequences are undeniable* But the Profits arifing from 
the Woollen ManufaSluries will be farther fet forth under the next 
Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. London's, Let us there- 
fore attend to the Condition of thefe Woollen ManufaSuries, here 
and in France i with the great Lofs that we fufbin, and the im- j 
menfe Profits which the French gain thereby. — The great Decay 
of them i&^r^ may be prov'd many Ways. 

I . As Mr. Webber, in his five Letters concerning the Importance of^, 
the Woollen Trade, has obferved, there can be no more Wool ma-^ ; 
nufaSnred than what is comhd, fcribled, and carded % and it is 
well known that there is not a fourth Part of the Number of Comber s^ 
Scriblers, and Carders, that ufed to be ; from whence it is plain 
that there is not a fourth Part of the Quantity of Woollen Goods 
jsw'u;made» chat were made formerly. 

' 2. From x}tie~Exports. Mr. London computes that all our Wool 
and Labour, that is confamed at honib, and fent abroad, does not 
amount to above 1 4 Millions Sterling. How much larger they were 
in the Year 1698 any one may imagine, from what Mr. Webber has ' 
tefUfied upon his own Knowledge,* at /. 17 of his five Letters. He . 
tells us there, 'that at Briftol Fair, only, in eight Dajfs Time the . 
Dutch and Spanip Merchants and Fafton bought above 150,600 
Pounds worth of Woollen Goods, befideswhat was carried from Bridge- 
nuattr in a Dutch Dogger. Upon which he obferves very juftly, that . 
we have all imaginable Reafon to think that Minehead, Bar nji able, 
Btthefirdy Topjham, or Exon ; that along the South Channel, Lon- 
don, Bockingt and Braintrec, Norivich and Yarmouth, fold propor- 
ttdnable Quantities for Exportation. 
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3. We hitft tkont of thofe Dit^ch and Spiniifif Merchaocs and Fac- 
tors going, as they nftd to do, to the Manufadttren Houib in the 
Country, to \kif the Goods in the Places where they were manu^ 
fiiHiued^ nor any Inftanees of the Manafadurer's lefnfing ttai^ 
Idofuy from thofe Foreigners, and keeping their Goods in their 
Warehotifes for the Supply of their Home Cuftomers. On the con- 
trary, they are forced to fend them to BlathmU-Hall^ there tef 
pay Hwfi'Rini^ to give Difiowtt Money to their FaAors, beoaufe 
they can^t wait *lill the Goods are foldj and Ibmetima to tllk0 
h^ool in lieu of Mimey, Thefe known Pa^ und^iiably prove a vaft 
Decay of the Trade. 

4. The State of Foreign C^in amonjg us is another phiii Proof. 
Aboat the Tinte that Mr. fFthbtt mennohs, it was ad ciHtent as onf 
§*ikm^ and now yaa can fee nbhe in any Payments, unlefs /it be Ph-- 
itgal Money ; and the Reaibn iS| becaufe by the Lofsof onr Woo- 
len Trade In other Nations^ the Balance is againft us. In trance^ 
as I have beek infbhned by E^e-Witneffes, Engltfr Guineas are ai 
cemmott as Portt^l Pieces are hdr . 

5. Which is farther evident by the great Scarcity of ovirtnvn 
Geiii; I am acquainted with many of the London Traden, who 
agree in tkeii* Accounts of the State of the King^m in general^ thitt 
they nc^ir knew any Thing like the prefent Want of Money ; far 
which Reafen isVeral of them are going to leave off Bufiiiefs. I 
have been in Many Parts df the Kingdoht, and have had this me- 
lanchdiy Tmth coniirmM to me by (fintlemen and Farmers, One 
inparticalaraiTured me lately, that heexp^6b next Year to have his 
whole EiEate throwti upon his Hand$ ; and faid he qaeftion*d whe- 
ther, when the King's Tax was pud, there nvouiti be a Sbilttng kfi 
in tire PariSi In fb*tJbft there is the fame Complaint of the Deadnels 
of Trade, ai^d the Scarcity of Money j all owing to the Decay of 
the fFoollen Manii&^uries, which ufed to give a bri& Circnhtion 
to all other Branches of Trade and Commerce y b)r a free Circalation • 
of Foreign Moneys and having the Balance of our National Trade on 
our Side, whereas now our Specie is exported fox Foreign Goods, 

6. The vaft Incteafe of the Number of our Poor flicws it beyond 
Oontradi€Hon. Mr. fFeBbor tcHs us, upon the Authority of a Noile 
Pur', who was at the Expence of prdcuring an Ellimate, that we 
had four Years ago, above a MilHon upon the Rates, capable of 
working i and every Parifh Icnows, to their Coft, that they have 
been yearly increafing ever (ince. Bat, 

7. Let anyone examine, particukrly, the State of thofb Towns 
where the Woollen Manufa^hirics* have been carried on, and he 
will fee their mdft flourilhing Towns reduced to perfcdt Beggary by 
the Lois of their Trade. It is poffible that in iomtfewj Places the 
Woollen Bufincfs may have been* lower than it is at pre/ent, but 
then it is not fo high as it has been, even in thofe Places : Neither, 

• if it were otherwife, would a particular Inftance, or two, Ijgnify any 
Thing to the G^^fr/?/ State of the Kingdom. 

If (we have loft our Woollen Trade , into what Hands is it fallen ? 
Several Nations come in for a fmali Share of the Plunder, but 

France 
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tfian$ l^tt the BnUt of it ; as appears bv Mr. MvVs Journal of 
die State of their Manufa£turies m the Year 32, which muft \m 
greatlx ij^proyed fiqce ; ai^d therefore to mew, at one View; 
9ur Lofi, and their Gaiu^ I (hall tranfcribe a Calculation out of 
.Mr. London's Pamphlet. According to a very moderate Compa« 
Ution the French have, yearly, 500,000 Packs of our Wool urn- 
^anufa&ur'di with which they can work up twice as much of 
their own. The immenie Detriment arifmg from hence to «/, f nd 
the ftill larger Profit accruing to ibemy he fets fiarth in the following 
Manner, 

A Mil. PacksT 
frf Wool, (for 
fi) much is 

as loW, when I * ^ * 

confinMtoourl 
ownManu&c- I 
tures, at 16/. J 

f TheLabour and Pro- -\ 
The Labour"! 1 fit of 500,000 Packs I 

and Profit in I I nianuEiAured here, I 

working it at>40^ooo,ooo/.\ under the JQifadvan- Xio,ooo,oooA 
iiich Times atl I tages mentioned at 1 

40 /. * J I half Wages, 20 /. J 

^ per Pack * "^ ■ 

56,000,000 /. 1 4,000,000 L 

Is to our Difadvantage 42,000,000/* 

Whereby it appears, that the Nation lofes no lefs than Forty-two 
Millions Sterling yearly, befides what the Landed Intereft fnfTers by 
the Poor, and Rates made to fu^port them, which, by the further 
Decay of our Manufadures, will, in Time, become fo numerous, 
that^the Revenues pf all the Lands together will not be found fuffi- 
cient to maintain them. On the other hand, France^ by getting 
over 500,000 Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million and Half^ 
it being on all Hands agreed, that one Pack of ours is fufiicient to 
work up two of theirs, and fuppofe we reckon but 35 /* per Pack 
for their Labour in working it, then the Labour of a Million and 
Half of Packs, at 35/. ^r Pack, amounts to Fifty < two Millions and 
Half Sterling. And that they do work up fo mach may well be 
fuppofed, for they certainly will import no more of our Wool than 
is abfolutely neceflary for them. 

If any one ihou^d, as I make no doubt but many will, be fhock'd 
at the ^antity of Wool, fupposM to grow in Great Britain and 
Ireland^ it is, I think, made highly probable by the following Ac- 
count, taken from the fame Author. 

** That 

♦ E^ven our ManufaSuret yielded tnxjite the Price firmerljf as at 
prefent. 
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'• That there are a Million of Packs of Wool growing yearly in 
*^ Great Britain and Ireland is calculated thus, 

It appears by the Toil-Books that there are brought into ^mith^ 
J7^/</ Market for Slaughter, to ferve Lmtdorty within the Bxil? of 
Mortality, 36,000 Sheep and Lambs, Weekly. Now allow 6000 
of thefe, throughout the Seafons, to be Lambs, and that there are 
30,000 Sheep Uaughter'd one Week with the other, then the reft 
of England is generally computed to contain about feren Times as 
many Inhabitants as London^ within the Bills. But fuppoiing it 
contains only fix Times as many, and that accordingly there are 
z\ 0,000 Sheep flaughter'd in JEj»f/«»</ Weekly ; and likewife, that 
4 Years Sheep are kept for Stock, or that there are always in Be- 
ing four Times more than are thus flaughterM, as is ulual with 
Sheep-Maflers to compute, and allowing every Sheep, one with 
another, to bear foar Pounds of Wool, and every 
Pack to weigh 240 lb. then the yearly Woel of r v^i^jl 
Et^land, according to this Computation only^ a,- 1 p«cke T»R noa 
mounts to _--«------—.—_. j ^*^*" 7^5,000 

Now in the Country throughout England, Peo- 
ple feed as much on Fleih as in Town, and 
drinking lefs, they generally exceed them in the 
Quantity they eat. 

Then, as Sc$tland is of lefe Extent, and lefs"1 
fruitful t'han England^ admit there are but one / Scotland, 
Quarter Paft of the Sheep in it^ and it am6^nts f Packs 182^000 

to ; '- : r— 

■ Then as Ireland is not one fourth Part lefs than 
Sngknd^ hat is full as fertile, and taken up 
chiefly with Feeding it hath been judged by fome 
who have taken great Pains thoroughly to in- 
form themfelves, that it hath near as many Sheep 
in it as there are in England; but fuppofe we fay, 
only half the Quantity that England produces, 
*viz. 364,000 Packs, the whole amounts to One 
Million, and Two hundred and feventy four 

thouiand Packs- l_ 

Sum Total, Packs 1,274,000 

N, B. In this Calculation is not included the Wool of Sheep con- 
tinually flaughtcr'd, call'd Fel Wool, nor the Wool of Lambs, 

I have already computed the Profit ariiing from the Labour of 
manufaduring a Million of Packs only, I ftiall here fubjoin a Cal- 
Cokdon of the Share that Foreigners would pay of this Profit to lis. 
Two hundred and iihy thoufand Packs oif Wool, yearly, the 
fourth Part of the Growth of Great Britain and Ireland^ will cloath 
Thirteen or Fourteen Millions of People one with another, which is 
more than the Number of our Inhabitants are fuppofed to amount 
to ; fo that three Pans in four of our Manufadlures would be ex- 
fortedy and bring home Mony in Return^ to the Amount of no lefs 

than 
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than Thirty Millions Sterling for the bare Labour m manufa^uring 
thofc Seven hundred and fifty thoufand Packs, befides the Value 
oi the Woolitfelf, unmanufadur'd, which is reckoned it twelve 
Millions more, in all amounting to Forty-two Millions, all arifing 
from one fingle Branch of our Trade, and far exceeding the Value 
of all the Branches of Trade, belonging to this, or any other 
Nation. 

If therefore we were io wife and jufl to ourfelves, as to prcferve 
this Bleffmg, we might be the richefl and moft powerful Nation ia 
the World, cafed of our prefent Load of Poor's Rates, and Taxes, 
and inftead of being deferted and dcfpifed, again rcfpeded, dreaded, 
and courted by our Neighbours. 

* &>nictime ago our Poor amounted to One Million and Four Hun- 
dred Thoufand i the Decay of Trade fince that Time, and the 
Severity of this laft Year may fairly be fuppos'd to have encreafed 
thcNuHiber to two Millions ; if we goon thuscncreafing our Poor, 
and leflcning our Incomes by a farther Decay of our Trade, how 
ihall we be able to maintain them? Almoft every Thing" is taxed, 
and high too, if we go on to lofe our Trade^ how fliall the necef- 
iary Expences of the Government be fupported ? How fhall Fleeti 
arid Armies, for the Defence of the Kingdom, be maintained? All 
me Land in the three Kingdoms will not do it. Nothing but Trade; 
and nothing but the Woollen Trade can do it. 

From the preceding Particulars, «u/j5. the Confequences of Trade, 
ffl to the Wealth and Strength of any Nation, the greater Superio* 
nty, in thefe Refpefts, of the Woollen Trade above all othci? 
Branches of Trade, the g^eat Decay of the Woollen Trade in Eng^ 
faftdy and the Growth of it in France ; from henc« it rauft appear, 
to any one who is capable of feeing at all, that unlefs we take im- 
ihediate Care to recover it, we muft become a Prey to that ambi- 
tious Nation. The Di/pofitions and Dejtgns of France, after fuch 
r Attempts for Uni'verfal Monarchy, can hardly be denied by 
moft Frenchified Engliflimen. Their Profeffions of Friendpip 
cannot be of Weight with any but fuch as are inclin'd to their In- 
. tereft. They are making all poifible Preparations for a State of 
open Enmity, and then the Maik will be taken off. If any well- 
ineaning Reader doubts of their real Defigns, let him read a Pam- 
phlet publifh'd laft Year, and entitled French Counfels deftruai'ue t9 

England, in fi'ven Letters to Sir Their Intentions, there* 

rore, being indifputable, the only Thing to be confider'd is, their 
Capacity to put their Defigns in Execution. And I aik any one 
to tell me what (hould prevent it, if, inftead of taking the pix>per 
Meafures for our Safety, we continue to furnifh them with thd 
Means for accompliftiing it. We have feen what Rkhet arife from 
Trade and Commerce, and how infeparable Riches and Strength are 
from one another ; and yet we fuffer the French to inrich themfelVes 
by a Trade which they cannot carry on without our Leave, wkile 
*^r ^^ 8f^^"g P'^^^^ and ^eak by the Lofs of it. We are fenfiblc 
of the Weight of Puhlick Debts, and yet troluntarily load «aj^/«^/> 
WUh Ti^/z, when we might make others pay them, and clear our- 
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felves, in a few Years, of all Incumbrances ; while thei^ Finances 
are not only « diiincumbred, but their King^ as they are fond to 
boaft, is cohtinually putting Money into our Funds> and> by the 
Help of our fFool^ will foon be able to engrofs fo large a Share of 
them, that by drawing out he will be able, as foon as their Deiiga 
Ihall be ripe for Execution, to leave us defencelefs. If we com- 
pare the Number, or Condition of tbeirSi and our Forces, what is 
the Comparifon ? For Numbery there is none ; for Condition, very 
little.— Our only Security confifts in our Naval Forces, but Ex- 
perience has taught us, that the ff^inds can render it ufelefs « 
However, for Fear the Elements Jhould be on our Side, we are 
taking the nuifift Meafures for weakening our ovm Fleet, and 
. Hrengthening that of the French, We are giving up our Trade 
and Commerce, which are the proper Nnrfery for it ; we are, with 
ibem, giving up our Wealth, which, only, can maintain it. The 
French, by our Folly, are daily encreafing both their Trade, and 
their Richest fo very fail, that they will foon be able to build, or 
buy and maintain as large a Fleet as they pleafe ; and all, who know 
any Thing of what is doing in France, know, that they are both 
building, and biding Men of War as fafl as pofUble. Laft Year the/ 
built 1 9, and bought others. LaH Year, ^00, they began to exer- 
cise their Seamen, by fending out a Fleet ; as they are preparing 

to do again. It is true, they have, as yet, no Harbours for 

3hips of Force on our Channel^ but they have been hard at wcwk 
in making fome, particularly at Gra<velines, which is as well fituated 
as Dunkirk, they are making another at Cherburgb near La-Hogue, 
If we coniider the State of England and Ireland, the Profpe€l 
is but a melancholly one. In England we are unhappily divided 
into Parties, fo imbitter'd againfi one another, that, in Ca(e 
of Need, common Danger would fcarce be able to unite them againft 
the Common Enemy. The Marks of Infamy that have been fet upon 
a great Part of the Kingdom, for not liking and oppoling fome of 
the publick Meafures, muft have occafionM Refentments, and a 
general Difcontent is the natural Confequence of a general Decay of 
our Trade, which is the Life and Soul of our publick Welfare. But 
if we were united, fuch is the general Difpofition of the Na- 
tion, they have not thofc Principles of J^ivity and Bra<very, 
which hai^e heretofore animated Englijh Hearts, and ilrengthened 
Ef^lijh Hands, The Love of Liberty, and a Senfe of Religion, in 

many, are quite loft, in moft are greatly weakened But this 

is not all. The French feem to have a confiderable Party herd iq 
her Intereft. Mr. Webber alTures me that an Officer belonging to 
i^tCufioms has own^d to him, more than once, and with great 
Concern, that he was obli^d to go on Board and fee /f^Wlhipp'd, 
which he knew to be bound for France, How, and ivhy, Josi as . 
Thompson was rendered incapable of ferving his Majefty, and 
afterwards run thro' the Body in Germain-Street, the fame Pe^fon 
informed me, and is ready to prove, I have, likewife, been verjr 
tradibly informed, that a certain Lord, the Son of a certain Great' 
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Man, with other Noblemen, gave an Order for 50 Suits of Cloaths* 

at one Time, to be fent for from France, -^IVales and Scotland 

I know lefs of, but neither of them, I doubt,* are fo v/tW fatisff J, 
as could be wiOiM, with their Condition, and therefore lefs averfe 
than otherwife they would be, to a Change of GoTernment. tfut, 
while I fay this, I hope that God's good Providence will overrule 
their PafHons, and make ufe of them for our Safety. This is not a 
proper Time for Difcord, but for mutual AfB;£tion among our- 
felves. Duty to his Majefty, and adlive Zeal for the Good of our Coun- 
try. In Ireland there are three, if not foUr F aft Us to one Froteftant j 
not divided, as they were formerly, and headed by the Chiefs of dif- 
ferent Parties, and all fighting agairifl one anothef. Thofe Heads aro^ 
now no more, and thofe Parties are united by being reduced ; and all 
infttchaState, that they would think any Change defireable. They 
are at prefent, indeed, without Arms, or military Knowledge ; but 
France zxA Spain have 15,000 of their Countrymen in pay, who 
may both carry them Arms, and teach them the Ufe of 'em. And 
the Qiiferable Condition of that Nation, which may make it 
fo cafy for France to gain them over to her Intereft, has been 
' owing to a moft ftupid Piece of Englijh Folicy^ didtated by A^va- 
rice and Jeahufi. The feven Letters above-mention'd, demon- 
ftrate that we have been injuring our/elves^ by cramping and diflref- 
^Ztbem, 

The Situation of Affairs Abroad carrieS an Afpeft as unpromif- 
VRZ as that at Home, Tho' France is the Grand 2Sid DefigningFdwcr 
ofwhich Europe ought to be jealous, and againft whofe growing 
Greatnefs and ambitious Views it is their Intereil to guard ; (he has 
perfuaded them to be dire6ted by her Counfels, and to carry on her 
Scheme for Univerfal Monarchy. 

The artful Cardinal has found cut Means to diiToIve the 
jiltiance which was fuch a Curb to her Ambition, and to 
weaken the Parties of it. By his Intrigues the Emperor has been 
ftrip'd of Naples and Sicily^ reduced to the Neceflity of purchafing 
a Peace with France^ at no lefs a Price than giving up Lorrain to 
that Power too great and formidable before, involv'd in a War with 
the Turks t abufcd in Meafures of conducing it, deluded and be- 
tray'd by his treacherous Ally, and at laft oblig'd to throw himfelf, 
for Proteftion into the Arms of the French^ the Hereditary Enemy 
of his Family, after having given up to the Turk the Bulwark of 
Cbriftendom, and thereby left himfelf more expofed in cafe of ano- 
ther Rupture. 

In regard to Spain, the French have adled as politick a Part. To 
footh the Vanity of the Spanijh Queen (he has made a peity King 
of her Son, and complimented England with the Expence of con - 
dud^ing him to his Dominions. She has fet Spain and England at 
Variance, whofe mutual Intereft it is to be good Frieds ; that when 
they (ball have fufficiently weakened each other, flie may make a 
Prey of them both, France is to Spain^ what Spain is to Portugal, 
Spain can hinder Portugal froift having a Communication with 
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afty other Country by La7jJ, and would have over-run her befoie 
this Time if (he had not been proteftcd by the Britifi Fleet. • la the 
fame Manner that Sfain furrounds Portugal, France furrounds Spain^ 
can ftop up her Communication by Lsnd^ and muft have hefat 
Mercf^ unle{s fhe has an Ally fuperior to the French by Sea. ^a: 
if England be deHroyM^ what other Power can be able to pioteft 
liet? * . 

Holland has been about as wife as her Neighbours, ^fo.lonc; under 
the Influence oi French Counfels, that ihe is, in a mannef, itfbjjed to 
French Government, Her Trade is decayed \ the Government is poor» 
and the Nation torn with Faftions ; their Navy, once thr BritiJhRu 
njal^ reduced almof! to nothing. I need* not fpehd any Time in fet;: 
ting forth their Weaknefs, whkh is apparent enough from the late 
Xanguage of the French, and the Silence of the Dtifch, Thfeit ^Tent 
Neutrality is not the Refult of their Wifdom, nor the Eft^ft- of 
Complaifance, but the Confequence of their Fears. They dare 
not interpofe left they ihould haften their own Rain. Franct 
has menaced, and Holland trembles. It were no diffici^lt Matter to 
point o^t the Progrefs'of their Ruin, and ^tfptn their Motives of 
Adtfon i but it is enough to know the weak Condition to which 
they have brought themfelves/ ^ Their- fiarrier Townj, which coft 
them fo much to keep in Repair and to Gflitifon> would Axad Vm 
in little ftcad } for as the French can at any Time pour iob,ooo 
Men into the Aufirian Netherlands, they can cafily overrun the 
whole Country ; and, bv getting Pofleffion of that, they can (iarve 
thofe Garrifons, by hindring any kind of SuppDes from being fent 
them, ;Apd. they can with the more Eafe ^ thia, by Reaton of 
the KfaiFedUon ofthe Inhabitants. - They are vi^lSry of-theii* &ub- 
jedion to the Emperor, who is continually draining them of their 
Money, but unable to oroteft their Trade, while their Neighbbun 
in French Flanders, by Means of the Encouragement gfven to Tbiirs, 
are in a flouriihing Condition. This has occafion*d fuch an Incll* 
nation in thofe People to change their Mafter, that they would, 
of therofelves, open their Gates to the French, whenever they (fiould 
come with a Force fufficient to proted them. Within thefe four 
Years they aftually formed a Defign to revolt, if the politicly Cardi* 
ual had thought it a proper Time' to recnve them ; but the Em^ 
peror, England, and Holland, not being then fufficiently reduoed, 
the old Alliance might hare pro v'd, again, too ftrong for him. An 
unaiii've, or an unfuctefsful War, and another Yearns Crop of our- 
Wool (which, no doubt, tlveyMl find Means to get) may ripen their 
Projects, and put them upon Aftion. 

In other Parts of Europe^ in Poland, Denmark, and ^tueden, thefe 
crafty People have inlinuated themfelves, inffucnced their Counfels^ 
and created Diilurbances, to favour their own Schemes. OnXyRuJia 
has adled independently, and upon wife and fteady Principles. Alex* 
ander has been julUy Ailed a common Robber, becaufe he laid wafte» 
and plundered Nations that he had no more Right to, than I have to 
the Goods, Liberty, or Life of one of my Equals, but France has 
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been ^uHtf of as macli Injuftice and more Treachery, For <ike ^eSm 
of fubjeding tliofe to her Dominion, who, by the Law of Natim 
and Nations f are independent of her, and enriching herielf with 
their Wealth, Qx has been embroiling all Europe, that^ by dimdi$ig 
said 4veakining them, (he may the more efi^ually cookpafs her 
intended Conquefts. They have AUxandii^% Vice of JmHtiom m 
the higheft Degree, but not his Virtues of Ofenmfs and Gener<^^ 
Yet; this is the Nation that fome of us court with fo much Af- 
ie^ion, that we ierve with fo much Zeal, that we imitate with 
fo much Servility.' I would exprefs my Afbnifhment, if I 

could think of any Words figniikant enough to do it. — ^It will muck 
better become us, in common Difcretion, to check their growiii|{ 
Greatnefs, and to recover our own Trade ; which cannot oe <lone' 
without putting a Stop to to the Exportation of our stnmamfaSbtr^d 
Wool to Foreigners, The ohly ienfibla Queftion is, not whether kbc 
abfolutely neceflary to do it (fmce that is no Queftion} and that /m^ 
mediatefy too, but bow it can be done e^£htally« Some Gentlemeo^ 
indeed, of the befl Underftanding, for want of having examined int^ 
the Matter, were of Opinion, that we might recover our Woollea 
Trade by going to Market as cheap as the French, tho' they do get 
our Wool. -——But, I ft, How can we work as cheap as the French^ 
iinle^ our 2oett could live as low as theirs, which they cannot dof 
•— adly. If we could work as cheap, we could not go to metrka 
tks cheap, becaufe we, being obliged to carry our Goods abroad m 
large Vefiels, wc muft pay Duties, whereas Franco , by being on the 
Continent, can run their Goods into the neighbouring Nations Duty 
free^ and by that Means iave lo or iz per Cent. Befides, the 
Wool of France beii^ not of half the Value or Price, as Aat of 
Britijb or Ir^ Wool, as one Pack of our Wool works up two of 
theirs, and as what Wool our Manufacturers buy is paid lor hi 
Specie, whereas what they draw from us is paid for in a good Mea- 
iure by wrought Silk, Rum, Teas, Cofiee, Wines, and Brandy, &r« 
"Bii the Profits on which it comes cheaper to them than even to oiir- 
felves, theie are other Advantages to them, and all together amonnt» 

ftt leaft, to y> per Ceht, in their Favour. jdly. If you lower 

the Price of Labour^ you lower the Value of Land, and obftrud 
the Circulation of all Commerce, fince the lower the Wages, the 
kfs Money the Labourers have to purchafe the Products of the ^th^ 
and other Things with ; fo that either they cannot buy fo many ^ 
them, or cannot give fo good a Price lor what they buy. This is iel&. 
evident.— 4thly, Why fhould wc be at the trouble of contriving Means 
of goins to Market as cheap as the French, and have the Price of our 
Gmds beat down, when we can at once hinder them from going 
Co Market at all, and, by having the Market to ourfelves, be able 
to fix our own Price ^ Is it not better to have aU the Trade, than 
only fome of it ? To employ all our Poor, than only fpme of them ? 
To have a hi^ Price for our Goods, than a Iwis, or a middlit^ one ? 

I am aihamM to anfwcr fuch Objections as thefe. But, if it be 

thus neceffary to prevent the Exportation of our Wool, how can it 
be done! A Scheme has bcenofier^d, and approved, as effe^uaf, 

not* 
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fiot only fay Merchant and Trades-people of the g;reateft KxtxmMf^ 
Uk their Way 9 not only by feveral others in both Hou/es ofParlia* 
meMit but alfo by the Miniftfys And indeed the Scheme fpeaks for 
itielf» for» whenever it (hall be put in Execution, it will not only 
iatePari^'Rates, prevent Pari/^ Law-Suiis, andfupprefs ^grants 
and Thieves J bat will find Employ for them to maintain, themfelves, 
and open Ways to Commerce by exporting their Labour ; though 
Ibme little Creatures, hoping to make a Merit of their mean Con- 
dud» have induftrioiafly undervalued it, and mif-reprefented the 
Projedor. <-— — But if the Scheme be a eood one, how comes it to 
pi&that the unfortunate Proje£lor (hould have fpent nine Years, and 
a great deal of Money, fo fruitleily, in his Application for Accep- 
tance } I have nothing to do with the Reajbns and Motives of the 
Condufl of my Superiors ; but, as 5ir as my Memory will ferve 
aie, I ihall eive plain Fads, a Ihort Narrative of Mr. Webber*s Ap- 
plication and Receptipn, as he has related it to me, without makings 
any Comments upon them. 

In the Year 31 Mr. Webher applied to his Majefiy^ recommended 
by above 600,000 Woollen Tnuders (whofe Petitions lie now in the 
Duke oi Niwcafile^s Office) for a Charter to himfelf and Company, 
to prevent the Exporution of onmanu&ftur'd Wool to Foreigners 
by an Univerjal Regifiry. His Majefly was moil graciouily pleased, 
l»y» and with the Advice of his Council, to grant his Requeft, and 
Mve Inftrudions to the Then Attomey>General to report, or form a 
Charter for That Puxpofe : But he being of Opinion, that though it 
was the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown to grant Charters, 
and by Virtue of his Majelly's Grant Mr. Webber and Company 
aa^ht have put the Scheme in Execution in the beft Manner, they* 
cpnid, it was expedient to have an J^ of Parliament to veil the 
Patentees with further Powers, than the Uharter could convey to 
Them*. Mr. fFebber was thereupon advifed to apply to Parliament^ 

and 

* Some have been pleased to fay y his Majefty wiV/ not cmfent that 
Mr. Wthher Jhould nominate the Patentees. They mean, that ■ 

^vill mt confent to it, fir i^iV Majesty has confented to it, in his 
Order for the Grant of the Charter to Mr. Webber and Company^ 
nufhich Order fiands now upon Record in tike proper Office. And his Pri* 
vy Council have confented to it, vuhen they advifed his Majefty to grant 
it. The Jame Perfons fof (^'^y* and look m,vt vihen they fay it) that 
iWlr. Webber cannot expeB to be admitted to fpeak to his Adajefty, but 
mujt convey what he has tofdy thro" their Interpofition. A Man needs 
not he a Conjurer to under jland their Dejign. But, as it was always 
thought an Inftance of Wifdom and Goodnefs in Governors to give, 
their SubjeSs a free Accefs to their Perfons, and a patient Attention to 
their modeft Complaints, fo no wife and good Counfellors, informer 
Time, ever obftruSedfuch Applications. Mr. Webber has fent the 
printed Remonftrance to his Majefty at Hanover, direSed to the 
Chaplain in v)aitinfr^ for him to deliver vjith his ovjn Hand ; and 
he will likewife fend one of the Pamphlets in the fame manner, (ind I 
hope the Gentteman will faithfully deliver it* 
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^d aflurM that he (hoaM meet with Succefi : Neither did he in thtf 
kaft dottbt of the Concurrence of t^ofe about the Court with his 
Majefly*s Pleafore, in getting that Charter confirmM, which the/ 
themfeives advifed his Majefly, in Council, to grant ; efpe. 
cially as the efiedual Execution of the Scheme was of fuch 
Importance to his Majefty, as well as to the Nation. According!/ 
Mr. Wthber did apply the very next Seflion ; towards the latter End 
cf which a certain Gentleman, oi Note, in the Parliament-Houfe 
came to him in the Gallery y told him there was not I'ime to pais the 
Bill that SeSon, bat that he might be eafy, and might make the 
People in the Country eafy> for it ihould certainly be done the f<^ 
lowing Seffion ; but immediately after this Declaration to Mr. Wek^ 
ler, he whifper'd another, advifing him not to fpend his Time and 
Money in the A£Bur becaufe it never would be done. This the Per- 
fon, hiiftfeif, fome time afterwards, told to Mr. Webber and others. 
Encouraged by this Afiiirance the Projedor applied again nex( 
Seffion, but to as little Purpofe. Upon thefe Diiappointments he 
found Means to get Accefs to his Majeily, who told him, h§ 
thought it had been i/i?^^.-^— -Upon this the Matter was brought 
into the Houie, but nothing more was done in it, but only chang* 
Ing the Woollen Bill into the Manchefter Bill, to which the French 

will not refufc their Confcnt. However, Mr. Webber continued 

to foUicit every Year till 1739, when a Bill pais'd the Houfc, 
felating to the Importation of Ittjh Yam^ which, as Mr. Webber 
aflur^d them it would, openM a wider Door for the Exportation of 
oar Wool, lowerM the Price of it, embarrafsM Trade, and occafion^d 
Icveral to leave off. It was faid that this Bill was never intended 
to cake Effect, tho* it was fuf&r'd to pafs, but it Md, and a very bad 
Eifed it has produced. But between the Date of this Bill and the 
Mancbejler Bill fome remsg-kable Things happened. In the Year 

1733, Mr. Webber y in the Prefence of Mr. Randal (from whom! 
have my Information} was oflerM 10,000 /. in Bank Bills, if he 
would tell how he would bring the Million yearly from Foreigners 
into the Treafury, and many Millions more into the IntereA of 
Land and 7rade, In 1 73 7 he was ofFer'd 20,000 /. and his Statue 
to be ereded by BlachwetUHall i and the Gentleman, who made 
the C^fer, publiihM next Day in one of the Ne^s-Papers, that he 
had agrctd with the Projedlor for his Scheme. }uft before thelaft 
Seifion, he had another Offer made him by the fame Perfon, who 
made the firft, and he was deiired by another to be ready with his 

Scheme againil their Meeting, From thefe (and more that I 

could eke) Applications to Mr. Webber^ it is plain that they had 
an excellent Opinion of die ProfiSlor and of his ProjeSlion, which, 
rhope, fome others will take Notice of to their Shame. In March 1 3, 

1734, Mr. Webber received a Letter from a former Servant of his, 
then employed in the Woollen ManufaHuries in France^ wherein he 
gave him the fame honed Advice that the Gentleman above-men- 
tion'd, gave his Countryman in the Gallery of the H. of Com- 
tnons i afTuring him, upon the Authority of Count — — , that it 
would be to no Pui'pofe to purfue his Scheme, becaufe it yiz&ftipu^ 

lattd ' 
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hui that francf might have as much of our Wool as they pleasM* 
This Letter Mr. Wibber^ in Juftice to his Kinv and Country, parried 
immediately to the Secretaty cf State's Offa, but was there told, he 

liad beft go Home and be quiet being ^bovc his Match, In x 7 3 7, 

Mr. Webber accidentally got a Sight of a Journal of the State of 
she French Ma^uf.iSIorieSy made by oneiWiw, who was fent over for 
thatpurpoTe by Authority. Mr. IVebber prefled the faid Mun to 
fubUflt his Journal, but he faid the M i n i s t r y ^ould not fuffer him. 
^is Mr. Randal was a Witnefs to. But finding that Mr. Webber 
was determifi'd to publifh it from the Copy which he had, if the 
citlier itfus*d any longer, it was then publiihM. 

About this Time Mr. ^^^^^had AiTurances, that Petitions would 
lie lent up to the Parliament from moil cloathing Towns in the 
Kingdom, but Means were contrived to prevent it$ and one of the 
Bbrottghs in Corneal own*d that an Uni'verfal Regijiry would aioft 
dibftually prevent the Running of Wool i but Uiey were told, if 
ft were granted in Charter, their Reprefentatives could net be able 
to get Places for any of them : So, if two or three Scrubs in the 
Corporation could g^t a Place, France might take the kii^ and 
Kingdom, for all them. It is hard to fay which was grcateft, their 
Sonefiy, or their Policy, But they looked no ferther than their £rft 
Tear^s Salary. What is to become of them and their Families next 
Year they neither know nor care ; and are as much afraid of Infbr- 
jiiatk>n, as a Mole is of Light. 

By the Advice of fome of the beft Judges he now publi/Fd hit 
Scheme^ and afterwards drew up, in ivriting, the Nature of the 
ilAtended Charter, which all, that have feen it, allow to be an ex« 
cXeding wife one, and what would be greatly beneficial to the Pub- 
lick. 

He once more got Accefs to his Majefty, and gave one of the 
Sthemes to him, but it ivas. immediately taken out of his Hands, 
the Beef-Eater was reprimanded for giving him Admittance, and 
life Went away difappomted. — He likewife gave one of them to the 
Members of the Houfe of Commons, and to fome of the Houfe of Lords • 
The Scheme, as I obferv'd, was approved of, and highly extoU^d, 
but his Application was ftill fruitlcfs. After this, he wrote a Let- 
ter to the Prince of Wales, which the following Rtttwnfirance, do- 
liver'd at Guildhall, gives an Account of. 
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To tlieRiffht Honmuable the Lord Mayor, the Worftipful the 
• Court of Aldermen, and the Worthy Common-Council oi the 
City of London^ the ever faithful Friends of the Crown, and 
zealous Promoters of the publick Welfare, the Eameft Remon- 
strance of SAMUEL WEBBER, Shewing, From the 
imminent Dal^r that his Majefty and the Nartion are in, by 
Reafon of the Exportation of our unmanufaCturM Wool, the Ne- 
ceffity of their. Addreffing His Majefty, that, agreeably to His 
Majefty's Promifc, publilh'd in the G/i«///^ of the 8th of Ma^ 
laft, he would be pleafed to gcant the faid Samuel Webber Accefs 
to His Royal Perfon, and an Opportunity of making good what he 
advanced in his Letter to his Royal Highnefs the Princeof Wales, 

T N a Pamphlet lately publifii'd upon Wool, / gaw an Account 
X of tbe State of our Woollen Manufadures, front the Peace of 
Rvfwick to this Time ; Jhe^ng, by undoubted FaBs, thai tve had 
a/ways the greatefi Demand from abroad for our Woollen Goods, 
<boben the French could not get our unmanufa&ured 'Woolfrom us i 
and that then the Pricie of Wool alnvaj^s rofe at home, ijohen the 
fmalleft ^antities of it were exported to France s That the French 
have improved their Woollen Manufadlares to fo gnat a Degree, 
that they manu^adure more ef our Wool, than ive do our/elves ; by 
nvhich Means they have carried iovtay our Trade to all Parts luhere 
tue traded, to the great Enrichment of that powerful and ambitious 
Nation, and the impoverishing our o*wn. J obJerv*d, that unlefs an 
immediate Stop be put to /i&« Exportation of our Wool unmanufaflurV, 
and Encouragement given to manu&dhiring // ourfelves. His Ma- 
jefty and the Nation muft $tnavoidabfy be ruined in a little Time, At 
the End of the Pamphlet I publi/h^d an effeBual Scheme to prevent 
the Exportation of our Wool unmanufadar'd to Foreigners, and have 
undertaken to bring from Foreigners one Million of Pounds yearly clear 
into bis Majefty*/ Treafury, ami above /even Millions (1 might have 
faid above tiventy Millions) of Pounds yearly to the Inter eft of Land . 
and Trade of theft his Majefty^i Dominions, vjithout the tncreafe of 
one Officer, One would have imagined that fuch a Scheme, at a 
Time vjhen the NatioH food in fuch need of it for the Recovery of 
our 'Trade, ejpecially now, vohen a War with Spain requires fo 
much Money to carry it on, vjould readily have been accepted, and 
the Proje^or bountifully rewarded. But in the Dedication of the 
Pamphlet to the Lord Mofor, Court of Adermen, and Common^- 
Council, I informed the Publick, at how great an Expence and Trouble 
1 have in vain fillicited to be heard, though his Majefty, when I 
firft paid my Duty to him, was gracioufly pleased to receive my 
Prfffofals, and direBed the then Attorney-General to report or form 
fucKf a Charter as I de fired i and many of the Honourable Houfe of 
Commons allowed my Scheme to be the heft that could be thot^ht of"^ 
J was ftill in hopes that the Publication of thefe FaSs, m^ht, before 
this Time, have gained a Hearing before the King and Parliament, 
about an Affair of the laft Importance to the Safety of both, but I 
have not been able to obtain an Hearing, fo )tsft\fy tny hearty Cour 
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tirnfir ihi Caufi rfof King and Country, / think k fr^pew i§fai^ 
li/b an Account of tbg bold Attempt that I madt^ t§ fan}t them from 
Ruin. — Having ahuttj^s been either denied Accefi to his Me^Jty^ 
or not allowed Time to inform ^im of the deu^erous Cwdition of his 
Government, and of the Nation, 1 ijorote a Letter the ^d^of May 
lajl^ figned A. B. to his Roynl Highncfs the Prince; nnherein I de^ 
claredy (if I m^ht ba've the Liberty of calling fame honourable Per^ 
JonSf nvell inotim at Court, and tuho knew me, to Jpeak to my Cha- 
raSerJ that J could communicate fomethit^ to his Majcfty, that im- 
mediately concerned the Safety of his Crovm aW People : Upon *which 
J was promifed, in the Gazette ^tbe Sth following, that my Reaneji 
fhould be complied with. Accordingly 1 went to the Duke of ^ew- 
caflle*/ Office, my 'uery kind Friend 'who kne^w my Chara3er ; onsntd 
fi^elf the Author of the Letter figi^d A. B. nuntwned in thi Gazettdb 
and furrenderd nnfelf in order to make good what I had offier^d, t 
nvas received cioilfy, difcharged without the leafi Mark cf IH^e^ 
fure, but fiill not alhwedAccefs to /i&^Xing, mtwitbfimnding ibt 
publick Promife in the Gaiette. Hard indeed is the rate of Mo* 
narchs, when they are not allowed the Liberty of a private Subfedly 
to be warned of approaching Danger / ■ " ■ Hard the FaH of a Na* 
tion, when declining in its Trade, Weedth, and Strength, and jnfi 
ready to be made Tributary to a poweffnl Neighbour, it cannot get 
Friends to exert themfehies timo enough to present its Ruin I And 
our Ruin is the more grievous, bicemfe wot brot^fft on uj by asty nn-^ 
foreften Accidents, or Inadvertency. 1 hofoeofkn, at the Haxard ef 
ty Reputation in Point tf common Prudence, in Convorfatiam with 
tie Minifiry^ and in Letters to them i ms alfo in a printed Paper, dO' 
Irver'd in at the Door ^ the Hannnrahlt Ihmjk of Commons, Jet forth 
in ibefirongefi Terms, the dangerous Conjifuenet of Ufittg our Woollen 
Trade, by lettieig France have our unmeme^naur^d Wooiy thereby 
bringing an intHerable Load of unempkfd Poor upon our ruiuated 
Efiates, Ufng that Wealth and Strength^ which alone can fnppe^ 
the Nation and Government,, and transferring them tn the ambitimts 
Bouje of Bourbon, of themftlves too ^inclinable to accomplijh our 
Ruin, becaufe of our inconfiftent Interefis, and too politick f negUa 
the utmoji Improvement of the leafi Advantage againft us. Itdd the 
Honourable Houfe, that Sr. Stephen's Chapel would foon h^ fit for 
nothing, but to fay High Mafs in. I have often decUredour Dau- 
ger, ^nd that wo Jbould nenxer have fuch an Opportunity ofmni^hing 
ourfdvesy as while France was employed in Poland and Italy. ^What 
good Reafons there might be for not hearkening to all my preffingRe-^ 
monftrnnecs, I muft leave to ConjeBure. But what I then oger'd^ 
I ftill offir, with thw utmoft Confidence, I then offered at the Peril 
of my Idberty and my Life, to make it appear, thai without an Alte^ 
ration of NUafiirts, the Government muft be overturned, and the 
J^r TJ''; Vlt^ldnot have demonftrated this, 1 defired n^ 
^rp And Iprefume, if / had flood in need of am, wheil fur- 

HhU^^ i ^Tn ^T;^' f^**^^ ^^^' *^' Performance of 
His Majtfty s Royal Promife. And this 1 dofrm ekfbutrg Defirtto 
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fav€ fip KING and COTJ ffTR ffnm inevitable Diftruahn : 
For, in my Judgment^ ifiuifufer France togetangther Crop of our 
Woolfr^m usy and clap up « Ceflation of Arms, after fuck an ifn* 
nunfi Expenfe prepare /or a 'vigorous War, the DefiruBion rf botli 
mufi hi inrvitablty 

I am. 

My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
Your Mod Obedient, 
And Refpeafol, 
Humble Servant, 

Samuel Webber. 



t( this Remotiftrance had produced, as he might vdry reaTonabI/ 
expedt, ail Addrtfs to his Majesty, and a Petition to X^CAfarlia- 
ment, fuch is the juH Influence of their Example over other Borough, 
it would not have been in any one's Power to have prevented other 
AddpeiTes and Petitions from following Theirs, 

The Citizens of London are fo worthy a Body of Men, and 
'&ave adled with fo much prudent Zeal for the publick Good, I havt^ 
the moft af&fUonate and refpedlful Regard for them ; but I cannot 
but e3q>refs fome Degree of Ama^ment, as well as Concern, that 
uponib preiling and moving an Application, they fliouM do nothing 
at all in an Aftair that much better de{erved their Notice than aoy 
Thing elfe that ever did, or even can come befpre them. As I am 
unwilling to part with any Share of that Edeem for them, which 
has given me fo much Pleafure, I am endeavouring to account iac 
this Condud in a Manner as little to their Difadvantage as poffibltf. 
I immediately took the Benefit of an Obfervation of Mr. PFebher\ 
and Mr. London's ; they obferve, that the Woollen Tr^de has been 
fo long loft, that the very Knowledge of what it was in its Glory, 
and ofits ifaft Importance, not only to the Projperity, bnt to the 
'very Being of the Nation, is loft with it. But fo much good Senfe, 
as they have (hewn on other Occafions, fhou*d have led them to 
read what had been written upon fuch a Subjed, and to hear what 
the Proje^or had to fay when he fo fairly offered to explain, and fo 
confidently undertook to defend, whatever appeared unintelligible, 
or incredible. Whether any will give themfelves the Trouble to 
read what I have taken the Pains to write, or what Effeft it may 
have I cannot fay ; but I can call God to witnefs, that I v^ite 
with full Conviftion, and with the utmoft upright Intention ; not 

from any peribnal Difobligation, or with any Party Views." ■! 

am entirely fatisfied that tl^ King and the Nation muft unavoidably 
be undone, unlefs an immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of 
•ur Wool, and that nothing but an Univerfal RegiJIry in Charter can 

D 2 effcc* 
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cfiedtaally to do it. I gave a Hint that tkis honeft and ingenious Pro- 
jector fecms to be railied up by a partkalar Aft of Providence to favc 
us frooi Ruin. He has foand out what no Body could contrive, 
tho' many have rack'd their Invention ever ^ncc Queen ElizabetFz 
Time ; and this Scheme is far, very far ( of my own Knowledge f 
ipeak it } from being all that he can propofe to the Government for 
the Interefl of his Maje/y, and the WelfJMt of the Community, In 
fliort, I never yet converfed with any one who feems to me to un • 
derlland Trade and Commerce in general (b well, or how to improve 
the Trade and Intereft of t^is Kingdom in particular ; and I never 
yet met his Superior, hardly his Equal, in Integrity. He was told 
that he wouldj but once, repent his not coming into the Propofals 
that have been made him, but not the 200 Millions that ive might 
have fav*d by keeping our Wool at Home ; not the more than 
t^ice that Sum, which France has acquirM by getting it ; nothing 
can make him repent his having endeavoured to fave his King and 
Country from Ruin. 

' I find it a common Objedlion, even among thofe who wifli well 
to their Country, that if we hinder Fra«f^ from having' our Wool, 
they'll declare; a War with us, and we ihall be very much diftrejfed 
by fuch a War. A War, I grant, may be the Confequeiice, tho' 
a War declared, by Ffance, on fuch an Occafion, would be as no- 
torious a Violation of common Juftice as ever was praftifed, I will 
-not fay by any Chriftian Nation, but by any Nation that profefs'd 
any Principles oi Morality, Becaufe we will not fuffer them to be 
Thieves and 'fieal our Woof, will they turn open Robbers, and take 
it by Force? Becaufe we will not fuffer them to'hav^ the moji va- 
luable Part of the Produfts of our Country, to which we have an 
abfolute Right, will they violently take the <whole, make Slaves 
.of us, or dejiroy lis ? And fhall we tamely refign ijp our All, and 
Ourfelves, to the Demands of unjufi Violence, without one Struggle 
for it ? I£ we are in a weak Condition this Year, we ihall be in 
a much weaker the next Year, upon the prefent Footing. If 
France be fa ftrong wtv, let them have our Wool, and they'll be 
Jtronger every Day, and therefore the fooner they quarrel with us 
for refufing them . our Wool, ,we (ball be the better able to defend 
ourfelves. And if we only aft defenfively againft Tyranny and Op- 
preffion, and in Defence of the nvhole Protefiant Religion, which 
depends upon the State of England, have we not the more Reafon 
to expeft the Blefling of Providence upon our Arms ? But how can 
we be faid to be defencelefs with a Navy of 200 Sail of Men of 
War ?' A War with Fr^ffr^ would, no doubt, be grievous, but would 
not the Lojf of our Ejhies, our Liberties, and our Religion be more 
'grievous ? For my pwn Part, f had rather die Sword in Hand, 
than> live inglorioafly ; and Time has been whm this was the na- 
tural Sentiment of an Engli^man; How our Neighbours would 
behave in cafe of a Rupture, it is difficult to guefs, bul how they 
ought in common Prudence to aft, Common Senfe will eafily fee. 
If France fhould fubdue Great Britain, in all human Appearance; 
WJthing can prevent her from acquiring Untverfal Monarchy j which 

Con- 
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Confideration will pl-ocufe tis Allies ^'in Time of need, tho* we hvtt 
been told, we have none at prefent. I do not mention any Reafons 
of Gratitude for former Services, becaufe they will weigh bot little 
in the Scale, but their owun Deflrudlion being the neceflary Confe- 

3uence of Mr/, furely they might be prevail'd on to lay afide their 
>«/<7«^, and unite againft the common Enemy ^ The Balan<€^ 
Power muft be either in Great-Britain ^ or France, If it be in France^ 
we have feen what Ufe they'll make of it j never reft till they 
have got the ivhole of it. It. was never the Aim, nor can it ever 
be the Intweil o( Great- Britain to cJzr^a^r iier Neighbours. Wealth 
and Power would make us only more able Friends and AJJifiantV. 
They have found us fuch heretofore, and they will too foon, per- 
haps, repent that they have contributed towards oinr prefent Ina- 
bility. 

By Way of Condufion^ there are two Sorts of People ^hat I 
would apply myfelf to. Thofe who really mean to ftop Wool, 
and thofe who do not. It may feem to fonie a very ftrang'e Sup- 
poiltion to imagine that there can be any Man in England fo ig- 
norant, as not to know that the Exportation of it muft be our 
Ruin ; or that any pri*vate Confiderations (hould be able to induce 
any one that has Reafon and Humanity about him knowingly to 
confent to the Ruin of his Country. If this Pamphlef ihould ^11 
into the Hands of any fuch, I would defirethem, if they pretend 
that they do not mean to beggar us*, and to give us up a Prey to 
our Enemies, to anfwer what I havfc faid in a rational Way ; (I 
defy them to do it) for, calling Mr. fVehber a Madman^' and his 
Scheme a wild and impraSicable Chymara, will not flop the Pro- 
grefe of our growing Poverty and Wcaknefs, nor prevent the Con- 
lequences of our Inability to defend our fejves againft Foreign 
Power. Will Party Prejudice fill the Hungry, or cloath the naked ? 
Will it maintain Fleets and Armies ? Ca«^we withaut Force de- 
fend our felves againfi Force ? Or doe^ Strength confift in Weaknefs ? 
There is no Medium, therefore, li they are not for ftopping of 
Wool, they muft intend (if they have any Thought at all about 
the Confeqjaence of exporting it) to give up the King and the Na- 
tion to France^ iince that is plainly the necejfa)y Confequence. I 
would afk them, then, upon what Inducement they would give us 
up ? Or, how can it be their perfonal Intereft to do it ? P^few Peo- 
ple, perhaps, might get by fuch a Change of the Government, 
out it is impoftible that the Generality of thofe vjho feem to be diftn- 
clin'd to the ftopping of Wool ihould find their Account in it, or 
expeft to. live fo happily under a. French Viceroy, and French 
Laws, as they may do u^der our own Government, adminifter'd 

by 
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* It can he proved that a certain Per/on made no Scruple, many 
Tears ago, to declare a French Government to be the heft, that the 
Nation ought to be kept poor, in order to be kept humble ; and that 
he would aft agreeable to his Opinon ; and his fuhfequent QonduS 
bath hut too Jirangly pro'v\i the Sincerity ofkis Lhclaratiov. 
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by a Proteftant Prince* in fuch Plenty as we might aboand in if we 
would but take proper Meafures for the Recovery of our Trade*. 

As to thofe who are fincere Friends to their Country, and are 
convinced of the abfolute NecefTity of putting a Stop to the Expor. 
tation of our Wool to Foreigner Sy and yet are as indolent, unadlive, 
and unconcerned about it, as if it were a Matter of litde Weight, 
or that may as well be done at any other Time as now, I know 
not how to reconcile their Condud to CpmrnoH'Sen/e^ or how to 
apply myfclf to fuch tncmfiftent People. If, by their Follv, they 
were to niin only themielves, they would hardly deferve tne Com- 
paifion of a wife Man ; but it is extremely hard and provolpng, 
that thofe who are awake and willing to exert themfelves for their 
Prefervation, fhould, in fpite of all that they can do, b^ yet xr«. 
dom^ becanfe they cannot rouze others* out of their Lethargy, If 
Ihey do not fuUy underiland the Nature of the Scheme, why do 
they not take, more Pains to be better informed, or have the Mo- 
^tiiy to give a little Credit to thofe who are better acquainted with 
it. If, upon a thorough Examination, they diJUke any Part of it« 
why do they not immediately confult together about proper Amend- 
ments ? But, what Reafon have they toqueftion the Expedienty of a 
Charter which his lAz^^y granted hy^ and with the Advice of his 
Priuy Council, upon the mod mature Confideration ? At leafb, 
why do they not petition hit Puhlick Council^ the Parliament, to 
talce the Matter into their Confideration. ; efpecially as it is well 
known that feveral of the moil able Men in the Houfe have de« 
clared their good Opinion of it, and their Perfuafion that we muft 
be undone unlefs Wool be flopped? Why I fay, did they not 
humbly, but importunately defire their Reprefentatives to pais a 
Law for the Execution of it, or think of a better Scheme ) And 
why do they not addrefs his Majeftv to call them together for that 
Purpofe? Can the Parliament poiCbly meet upon a Bufinefs of 
more Moment to his Majefly and the Kingdom ? Are 28 Millions, 
loft by us every Year, and above twice as much gain'd by our 
Enemies, fuch a Trj/Kf, that we can fafely letSeffion after Seffion 
flip without putting a Stop to this fatal Evil ? Did our Fore-fathers 

place 

. * // is a ivery great Misfirtune that Trade is Jo little underftood, 
and fa greatly deffifed by many Gentlemen of Efiates^ hecauje they 
cannot be dijpo/ed to make proper Lawosfir the Encouragement ofnAjhat 
they neither i^alue^ nor underfiand, But fuch Perfirn ^ould do 'well 
io confider that'Tx-aAt is fo much the fupport of their Eftates, that 
they nuould te worth nothing without it. It highly concerns our Ho- 
nourable Reprefentatives, in Point of Inter efiy to acquire juft Notions 
of it i and may God difpofi thofe Nobleman ijuho ha've Accefs to the 
Throne to infiilthem into his Majefty. liis Readinefs to encourage 
Trade appeared from his Grant to Mr. Webber, l^c, but U'it ivere 
poflible to fuppofe that he could imbibe the wicked and^cdk Pofition 
ndvanced'byone of his Subjeas, both his Majefty andthivthok Nation 
'tnufibefacrifcedhy it. 
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place Wool-packs in the Houfe ofLords^ to remind them of &tgriat 
Importance of otir Wool ? And is it now Men below otir Notice ? 
In the Name of every Thing that is feitfibU and prudent^ what can 
the People of this Kingdom mean ? Is it Matter of Indiffenpcy to 
Che NMity and Gentry t whether they be forced to give up.all 
their Church Lands? Whether the Value of their Eftates rifi^ or 
falls? Whether their Rents be paid, or not paid? Whether the 
Weight of the faxesznd Poor's Rates be light, or heavy ? Whe- 
ther the Streets and Roads be pefterM with leggars» Thieves, and 
Robbers ; or whether we travel and live fafe or anmolefled ? Whe- 
ther Indnftry and Virtoe, or Idlenefs and Vice prevail ? Is it Mat- 
ter of Indifferent to the Merchants and traders of all Soits, whe- 
ther they have a good, or a bad Trade ? Whether there be little or 
much Money circulating? Is it Matter of Indifference to the Bijhops 
and Clergy y whether they be obliged to part with their Preferments, 
or give np thdr Religion? Whether the Proiefiant Religion be pie- 
fervM, or deftrov'd' over all Europe? Whether the People be able 
to pay their tithes axid Offerings ? Am I warm ? I ajQ. The Caqfe 
deierves it* Our all is at Stake ; and, if loft, can never be retriev\l« 
\{ I have exagmated, let any one ihew it, ^nd I dare promtf? to 
throw away myPen, and engage never to get another todifliirb the 
Pnblick with. 

That this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am determmM to 
circulate, at my own £xpence,'at leaft aThoufand of them ; and if 
any one, after reading it, fliall be difpofed to give' away any in pro- 
per Pkces, he ihall have a Dozen at half Price. 

Whether the Citixens of London will follow my Example by cir- 
culating fome of them aoMmg their Correfpondoiti in the Countfy, 
or Friends in Town ; or whether any others, of Ability to do it, 
will give any Thing towards favin^ their Country and themfelves 
from Ruin, they Oiily muft determine* I have done the utmofl in 
my Power, and what I have done cannot he altogether fruitlefs, be- 
caufe it will give me Peace of Mind, and enable me to bear my 
Share of any Calamities which I could not hinder with the more 
Patience. 
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P O S T S C R I P T. 
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T is fmv ahui Threi Months finct I firft puUiJ^ed this Tarn* 
fhlei^ and the many fboufands of them that have heenfold^ are 
a /indent Anfwer to the OhjeBions that ha*ue been made a- 
gainji it, For^ as it has fallen into the Hands of fuch Variety 
of Readersy the mofi Knowing and Acute ^ as nuell as the Igno- 
rant and Inattenti«oe, and yet the mote it has betn read^ the more /> 
kas been approv'df This is the higheji prejkmptive Argument that tht 
FaSts are true^ in the general^ and the Roafonings from them con- 
iiafi-ue. St^t it may not he improper to take fome fiort Notice of 
^bat has been faid by Friends and Enemies in Diminution of it ^ 

SOME tAiere find of making Exceptions ^ not out of any wicked 
Ihftgny, but only to Jhem their Penetration and Judgment, Of 
Thiss Impertinent Kind have I met fwith feveral, in Coffee- 
Houfes and Clubs, ivho, from mere Vanity ^ have depreciated a 
Wos^k while they «were commending it, and thrown cold Water 
upon a Defign, ivhich^ at the fame Time, thry could not but ae-- 
knowledge to be necejfarf to the Safety of the Nation. A ConduS 
not very editable, ivitb regard to the Good Intention of the Wri- 
ter, or any nvays prudent, voith regard to the Succefs of the Per^ 
firmance \ both tvhich Confiderations Jhould have induced every ho' 
meft and grateful Reader to read with Candour, to^ pafs over any 
httls incidental Slips for the Sake of the many Stafonahle, Impor- 
tamt Truths advanced- in it ; and, infiead of lejfening its Credit 
and ohftruQing its Infiuence becaufe they think it not a |)Crfeft 
Ptece^ to recommend and forvuard it becauji they ovon it to he 
tight in the main, and fuch as may* be the Means of doing Good 
SeAficM in- TMs Time of Danger, I jhould think, alfo, that com- 
mon Modefy Jhould he a reafonahte Motive to diftruft in all Cafes 
that are not I'crj clear, forafmuch as it may commonly he fup- 

poftd 



Digitized by 



Google 



(33 ) 

fofid thai an Author^ 'writing upon a SuhjeSi Jo tittk underflood, . 
mmd nubere hi might expeS fo much Oppofition^ has taken cart to 
hi a better Mafter of it than a Perfin <who, perhaps^ ne*uer thought 
0f it before^ and paffes Judgment extempore. One of my Friends,, 
not knovjing me to be the Juthor of it, faid handfome Things of 
way Performance^ and told me^ he^ 'would hanie dijperfed mawy of 
them at his pwn Expence, hut for t^o palpable Mijlakes in it. 
Whether they were the Mijlakes of the Writer, or the Critic, it 
not a Stra*w^s Matter, Jince they did not relate to the Affair of 
. the Wool, *which he helienjed to be fo true that it mufi he th$ 
Ruin of the Kingdom, Strange I that a Perfon of the mojl up- 
right Intention, and a good Underjlanding, Jhould Judge and A& 
Jo Irrationally I What Dijcouragements are thefe biftances to Juch 
as are ^willing to write in the Service of thei^King and Country f 
Squally ahfurd are thofe nuho are in fuch 'violent Pain for fear 
the Calculations Jhould he fet too high, ivhen they are convinced 
that they are, in faS, high enough to Ruin us. In Calculatipm 
•f this Nature it is abfolutely impoffible to be perfe^ly accurate^ 
Itcaufe the fsuEUf upon which they are grounded, can not be exa3ly 
mfcsrtain^d, thd" 'the oftener and the more I think of them, the more I 
4im convinced that they are fet rather too low, than too high. Who 
tan fay, to a few Packs ^ how many Packs of Wool are growing year fy 
urGr^t Britain andlxthxidi ? Or, to afmall Number, how manp 
Labourers the Woollen ManufaSuries^ in Good ^mes, would Empley? 
jlndyet, ^both we know enough to be affur^d, that ifFraxiot manu" 
fa&ures our Wool for su, and we lofe the Trade, as we actually have 
done. We mujl become Beggars, emd the French our Mafters. / 
defy all Mankind to dijprove this. But, to do the French Tools 
JuRice, they have too much Senfe to attemft it, th^ caltd upon^ 
thd frovolCd, tho* ready to do it, if they could. That our Trade is gone, 
etnd that France has got it, by the Means of our Wool, even thi 
Gazetteer will no^ offer to deny ; and, I prefume, a Fa& mujl ha 
potorioui which That Writer is afhamM to deny, when the Dei* 
mal ef it would Jerve his Purpofe, On tht contrary, Jince hn 
eannot a^ longer brazen the Nation out of their Senfes, and makt 
them believe they are in as Jfouri^ing a Condition as ever, he late* 
ly had the Impudence and Polly to Infalt the City ^ London 
an account of itt Decay, • What the Advocates fi^ 

ftdx^ think it proper now t9 injift upon is, the Impra^icabk- . 
fiefs of Mr, Webbci^i Scheme in particular, and the Impoifibility 

of preventing it by any Scheme • whatjbever-^ ■ ■ Neither of tbeji 

Qbje^ions are any great Compliment to the King and his Privy 
Council, hecaufe his Majefty, by and with their Advice, acMted 
fir. Webber'i Scheme as a pradicable One, and ordered' a Char' 
er to be formed for that Purpofe, The Offer* that were mad4 
im for the Method by which he furfbfes to bring in Jo many MiU 
fiont fr^m F^reigncxs, by tht means rf bit Scbtmt, an another 
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ptain Confiitation of tbofe Pretences, For^ if the Miniilr^ hui^ 
hen of Opinion that it *was Impoffible to prevent the Exporta^ 
tian of our Wool, or that Mr. Webber 'i Scheme nvould not do it^ 
is it pojjible to fuppo/e that Men^ not as much diftradlcd as the 
French' Advocates have, reprefented Mr. Webber to hi^ Jhould offe^ 
to purchafe it ? It is difficult to fay ivhich is greateft, the "Efi 
frontery: <f thofe «who can attempt to impofe upon the Nation hjf 
fuch Stuffy or the follj of thofe ivell-pteaning Dupes who repeat it 
after them. If it be impojjible to prevent the Exportation of ou^ 
Wool^ *we need go ^o farther^ for the Reafon of it, than to one of 
the. Fadts, related in the Narrative. Mr. Webber, the Keadef 
mojf remember., carried a Letter (which he received from France^ 
and which gave ..an Account that the French, by Acres- 
MBNT, were to have as much of our Wool as they would) to 
the Secretary of Staters Office i who, inftead of communicating 
the Letter to the King and Council, only told Mr. Wether that 
" ■ " was ABOVE HIS Match. Though the Secretary of 

State did not think the Letter voorth Notice, no douht the PzT" 
liament ivil/, and either punijh Mr Webber for puhlijhing fuch 
m- Fal/hood, or cenfure fuch a NegleQ of his Majeftfs and thk 
Nation^ s Intereft. No. ivonder Cullom - Houfe Officers Jhouli 
tonnive at the DefiruBion of their Countty, nuhen a fuperioif 
Officer pajfes over fuch Informations in Jilence^ And, unhfs there hk 
fuch an jignement, I dare pavon my Life upon it, that the Ex- 
portation of 9ur Wool may be prevented, and that Mr, WebberV 
Scheme, of an Univerfal Regiilry in Charter, voill appear to thi 
Parliament not only pradllcable. but eafy, plain, familiar^ and a* 
gruable to our Conftitution 5 fo fruitful of beneficial Effe^s, that^ 
if it be carried, into Execution^ it imll put This Nation in a morg 
Jlouri/hing Way than ever it ivas in before. And vohat. Reajhn have 
ive to think that the Parliament 'will not immediately enter s^n 
et Confederation of an Affair upon vjhi'ch both the Well-being and 
the Y^ry Being of the Nation depends F If it "^txtpojpble to fup- 
pfe (vihi^h I never can, or will fufpofe of his Intentions, bovjever 
plain I may think the Tendency of his Meafures) thata^mc' 
Minider could mean to give up the Nation and his Mailer to Fo* 
reigners, be could never make it the Intereft of our Reprefenta- 
fives to do it; any more than he could prevail^ upon them to facri- 
foe the publick to their private Advantaged ,No deubt, French.' 
Money, en fuch an. Qccafum, voould not be vsanting, if any of the 
honourable Members vjould accept of it ; but, can airy Bribe make 
it worth a Wife ^ Man's while to Ruin his Eft ate, and make him* 
felf and Family Slaves, after having fo long tafted of the Svueett 
of Liberty and Plenty ? Would a Penfion, or a Place, for two or 
three Tears, be a Compenfation for perpetual SuhjeBion to Arbicrary 
Vo\9tTf perhaps for BsMmmentfperh/tpsfor worse Perfecution? Suci 
a Suppofition is at gre^ an Itnputation upon the Common-Senfe» as 

it 
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U is wpon the Integrity, of ihat HonouruUi and Wift Affitniljf^ 
0nd t9 make it, anwuld be the higheft Breach of Priviuge. Idai^ 



gat/wer for it, that a Little Time will epen fuck a Seem ^ P^m 
. nferty and Diftrefs, that whoever of our Reprefentativet fl^edd *u€m^ 
iure t$ oppoje an AB to prevent the E^tportatien if our Wml^ 9t 
JhouU not ftfew bimfilf ferward to procnre one, fuch ConduSt luouid 
render him more odious to bis Conjfituents thou even the Exdfe 
Scheme, and put it out of the Pomter if Bribtiyy prevaknt as it isi 
to purchafe him a Seat in another Parliament i but, I perjuade m^ 
Jklf, our 'worthy Members voHl voluntarily intitle themjelves to tba 
Efieem and Favour of their Country by anticipating anjf Applicatioup 
euid redreffing their Grievances before they can have an Opportunity ta 
complain of them. But, if any other Security, bejides the Honour and 
Wifdom of a Britifli Houfe of Commons^ were wanting to maka 
us eaj^ and fafe, we have the Honour and Wifdom of the wft 
Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, who will never fit 
fUent while his Majefy, the Welfare of the whole Nation, thet 
whole Protefiant Relifioi^ the Liberties of all Evax>]^, areinftAh 
Imminent Danger ftf leing /wallowed up by the growing Strength 
nf France, but will apprize his Majefy of the dangerous Conditiom 
we are in^ with the Cades of it, and advife him to take Jpeed^ 
Meafures to prevent a General Ruin. If what I have written 
ftfould contribute any thing towards it, I Jball think I have liv'd 
enough* to Glory, after having been an Jnftrument in the Hanit 
of Providence to ftrve all thoje valuable Jnterefis. As 1 did, he* 
fere I began the Pamphlet, er the Poftfcript, humbly beg God^s 
AJjjiftance ; ft having written them in the heft manner 1 could^ t 
de eamefilf beg of him to give Succefs to Them^ 



H. B. Mr. Webber lives in Eure-ftreet, Gravtl-lane, Sputhwari^ 
and will be ready to appear to anfwer to any of the FaBs, 
mentioned under his Name ; or to iatisfy any Periomi in aoy 
Difficulty concerning his Scheme. 
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